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UNITED STATES DEPAIi TMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy |o: 


rt«po,io(: SA JOE C. 1DSSTER 
Dote, June 10, 10 GO 

Field Office File A: ^iE 44*"1037 

Title: JAMES EARL HAY; 

PR. MARTIN LUTJIER KING, 


Office, Memphis 
Du,ecu File t: 44-30861 
JR. - VICTIM 


Chorocter, CIVIL RIGHTS ~ CONSPIRACY; 

UHl.AV.TUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 


PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY: 


I. NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE 


At about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 19G3, while standing 
on the second flooi* balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine 
Motel, 40G Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER ICING, JR., was struck in the right side of the face 
by a single bullet bolioved to liave been fired from a 
30-0G rifle. While no witnesses actually observed the 
killer fire the shot that killed Dr. KING, it is believed 
that tills shot came from the bathroom window of a rooming 
house located at 422£ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
(See Crime Scene Sketch, page 4.) It i3 a distance of 207 
foot from the bathroom to tiio spot where Dr. KING fell. 
Persons insldo the rooming house report hearing a shot, 
and one of the rooming houso tenants feels certain this shot 
war fired from the bathroom of the rooming house. Persons 
in the rooming house then report seeing a white male run 
down tho hall of the rooming house in the direction of the 
South Main Street entrance. They report that ho was carrying 
a long package wrapped in either cloth or newspaper. 

Porsons in a store at 424 South Main Street 
report that minutes after Dr. KING was shot, a white male 
running south on South Main Street dropped a bundle on tho 
sidewalk in front of 424 Couth Main Street ns he ran pact 
that store. Whilo no one observed this man enter an 
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automobile, they reported seeing almost immediately a 
white Mustang leaving the area at a high rate or speed 
going north on South Main Street. 

No one in the rooming house has been able to 
positively identify tho individual who fired the shot and 
fled from the rooming house; however, evidence indicates 
that tho person firing tho ohot v/ns a man v/ho had that 
same day at about 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. rented Hoorn 5-B in 
the name JOHN WILLAJID. 

Among those articles found abandoned in front 
of 424 South Main Street was a 30-OG rifle with a 
telescopic sight, which was determined to have been 
purchased March 29-30, 1968, at Acromarinc Supply Company, 
Birmingham, Alabama, by a man claiming to bo HARVEY 
LOWMYER, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. • 
Subsequent investigation disclosed that there was no such 
person as I-OV.'MYEH at that address. Also found abandoned 
with the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars, 
a newspaper, an after-shave lotion bottle, two unopened 
beer cans, a six-trnnsistoi* radio, and a brown and o, recn 
bedspread in which this bundle was wrapped. 

A canvass of motels in the Memphis area for 
persons driving a white Mustang disclosed that on 
April 3, i9G8, one ERIC 3, GALT, 2008 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, had registered at tho Rebel Motor 
Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, and had loft prior to 1*00 
p.in. on April 4, 1908. GALT was driving a white Mustang 
with an Alabama license. Inver:ligation to further 
identify GALT disclosed that he had not resided at that 
address since about October 19G7 and his whereabouts 
was unknown. 

Latent fingerprints found on tho rifle and other 
articles abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street were 
subsequently found to be identical with those of JAMlVS 
EARL RAY, FBI No. 405942G, who had escaped on April 23, 

19G7, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, where he wan serving a 20-year sentence 
for Armed Robbery. By means of photographic identification 
“and by handwriting comparison, it was determined that 
JAMES EARL RAY was identical with tho man who had U3Cd 
tho nnmo ERIC S.-OALT. The white Mustang belonging to 
GALT was abandonee at Atlanta, Georgia, on the morning 
of April 5, 10GC. 
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JAMES HAUL HAY war, arrested June 8, 1908, at 
London, England, 1>y officers ol' Hew Scotland Yard, at 
which time ho was found to be in possession of a 
Canadian passport in the nano of 1(A MON GEORGE Si IK YD. 
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U, NAMES OF DEFENDA NTS 
• JAMES EARL RAY 

XIX. D ATE AND PLAC E OF CRIME 

April 4, 19G0, at Memphis, Tennessoo 


IV. _STATUTE OF LIMITAT IONS 

There will bo no bar to prosecution nr- proco.ss 
ho *3 been ou ts landing; since April 17, 19GB, lor the Civil 
Rights violation and on May 7, 1908, RAY was indicted Ly 
a Shelby County, Tennessee, Grand Jury for First Dcgroe 
Murder. 

V. OTHER DATA HE LPFUL TO UNITED STA TE S ATTORNEY 

In addition to process outstanding for this 
oi'fensc, it is noted that on July 20, 19G7, a complaint; 
war; tiled before United States Commissioner V/ t C. SHELEY, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, charging JAMES EARL RAY with 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement in violation of 
Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 1073. A warrant was issued 
that same dato. This complaint was in connection with 
RAY f s escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
April 23, 19G7. 

VI. PR ELI MI GAILY PRO SECU T IVE A C TION • . 

On April 17, 19C8, a complaint was filed by 
SAC JOSEPH II, GAMHLK before United States Commissioner 
MILDRED F, 8PRAGUE, Birmingham, Alabama, charging that 
ERIC STAR VO GALT in violation of Title 10, U. S. Code, 
Section 241, did conspire to injure, oppress, tiircatcn, 
or intimidate MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR., in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of his rights secured by the 
Constitution of the United States, namely the right to 
freely travel from state to state. A warrant was 
issued April 17, 19GB, and bond was recommended in Lhc 
amount of £30,000, 

On May <, X9G8, n Shelby County, Tennessee, 

Grand Jury at Memphis, Tennessee, returned an indictment 
charging that JAMES EARL RAY did unlawfully, feloniously,' 
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willfully, deliberately, promoditntodly, and of his malico 
aforethought, kill and murder MARTIN LUTIIER KING, JR. 

A capias for his arrest was issued May 7, 19G8. 

JAMEG EARL RAY was arrested Juno 0, 1908, at 
London, England, by officers of Now Scotland Yard, and 
is presently in their custody on local charges. lie was 
arrested in possession of a Canadian passport in the name 
of RAMON GEORGE SliEYD. lie was armed at the time of hio 
arrest. 

VII. NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF WITNESSES AND 
_W HAT TIII.Y CAN TESTIFY TO_ 

A. The following persons aro tenants of the rooming 

house at 47.23 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 

from where it is bolioved the fatal shot was fired. 

These v/itnossos can testify as follows: 

1. Mrs. LESLIE BREWER 
422 \ South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m, on April 4, 19G8, 
she rented Room 5~B nl 42?,^ South Main Street foi’ a period 
of one week to a white male using the name JOHN WILLARD, 

She did not require that he sign a register, and sho did 
not see him again after routing the room. 3ho is unable 
to identify RAY from photographs. At about G:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 29G3, sho hoard'what sho thought to be n gunshot 
coming from the roar of the rooming house; however, she 
did not see or hear anyone running from the rooming house. 

2. Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ 
422J South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. ANSCHUTZ resides in Room 4-13 of this rooming 
house, where on the afternoon of April 4, 19G8, he hoard 
what ho believed was n gunshot. Inunedintoly after hearing 
the gunshot, ho opened his door onto the hallway and saw 
a white malo running down the hall toward the South Main 
Street entrance and holding hio hand and arm over his face 
in such a way as to prevent ANSCHUTZ's gotting a good look 
at him. ANSCHUTZ commented to this running man that he 
thought ho had heard a shot. This man answered, "Yeah, 
it. was a shot." ANSCHUTZ observed that this man was 
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carrying a long package which appeared to bo wrapped in 
a blanket. Ho can testify Hint the gunshot which ho 
heard wan fired nearby but ho is unable to say from 
exactly whore. lie is unnblo to identify photographs oi' 

JAMES EARL KAY as being the running man, 

*3. Mr. CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS 
422^ South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. STEPHENS occupies Apartment G~B, consisting 
of two room;.;, one of v/hich han a common wall with the 
bathroom that is located at the roar of the rooming house. 
Gonetine between 5:00 p.m. and C;00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
STEPHENS heard a gunshot which ho believes was fired from 
the bathroom. At the time ho hoard the shot, STEPHENS 
was in the room of Iris apartment which has the common wall 
with the bathroom. When STEPHENS opened his door from 
his apartment into the hallway, ho observed a man running 
along tho hallway toward tho South Main Street ontrancc. 

Tills man was carrying a bundle described by STEPHENS as 
being throe or four foot long and as being v/rappod in 
something, possibly a newspaper. STEPHENS had earlier 
observed tho new tenant in Room 5~B but had seen only the 
left side of his face. STEPHENS now states that the* 
profile photograph «JAME3 KARL KAY made in I960, appearing 
on FBI Wanted Flyer 442-A, "looks like" the man v/ho routed 
Room 5-B on April 4, I9G8. 

STEPHENS recalls that on the afternoon of April 4, 
JOGS, lie heard tho occupant of Room 5~B on several 
occasions visit the bathroom at tho end of the hall. lie 
recalls that each time this porson remained in the bathroom 
for a considerable period of time and that this individual 
had boon in the bathroom some 20 to NO minutes prior to the 
time STEPHENS hoard tho gunshot. 

4. Mrs. GRACE HAYES STEPHENS 
422,2 South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mrs. STEPHENS wan ill on April 4, 1908, and spent 
tho day in bed in Apartment G-J3 at this address. At about 
0:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, she hoard a noise that sounded 
Ziko a firccrackor, and sho^then heard footsteps as somoono 
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loft tho bathroom and moved rapidly along the hallway 
toward the South Main Street entrance, She did not leave 
her room after hearing thin loud nojso and was not in a 
position to observe anyone in the hallway. 

B. Tho following individuals were standing 

near Ur. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JU. , at tho time 
he was struck by tho fatal bullet. Dr. KING 
was standing on tho balcony outside Room 30G 
of the Lorraino Motel and was talking to a 
number of persons standing in tho motel parking 
lot .Just beneath tho balcony. These persons 
observed Dr, KING at tho instant ho was struck 
or seconds later, but none of thorn observed 
tho killer or aro in a position to say exactly 
whore the shot was fired from: 
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C. Tho following throe individuals v/oro inside Canipe 
Amusement Company, a store located at 424 Couth 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, In front of which 
v/as dropped n lax'go bundle which was subsequently 
determined to bo a x’iflc, binoculars, a transistor 
X’adio, and numerous other items, nil of which were 
partially wrapped in a brown and green. bedspxcad. 
These witnesses can testify as follows: 

l - JR. 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. CAN IP 13 is the owner of Caul pc Amusement Company 
located at 424 Couth Alain Street# On the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1CG8, at about G:QO p.m., ho heard a M thud M neax' 
the front door of his store and looking up ho saw a white 
male walking past his store going south on South Main Street 
Mr# CANIPE walked to bis fi'ont door, obsox'vcd a bundle 
lying in front of the door, looked to see what had 
happened to the man who had dropped the bundle, and at 
almost that sawn moment observed a small white car pulling 
nv/ay from the curb on the east side of South Main Street 
at a point just south of Canipe f s store. Jlo was unable to 
furnish the make of the small white cai* which ho observed. 
Turning his attention to the bundle loft in front of his 
store, he observed that this consisted of a rifle in a 
long cardboard box, a suitcase, and a green cloth which 
ho thought might be n curtain. . This bundle was not touched 
by him and was subsequently removed by a police officer. 

Mr. CANIPE got only a fleeting glimpse of the man he had 
soon walking past his store. 

2. F 111 Lh Y 

Mejuphis. Tennessee 

Mr. FINLEY arrived at Canipo Amusement Company, 

424 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, at about b:SO 
p.m#, April 4, 19GB, in the company of a friend, Mr. 

JULIUS GRAHAM. At about 6:00 p.m,, FINLEY hoard a noise 
like a gunshot, and a minute or two later hoard a second 
noise near the front door of Canipe’n store. FA NXJ3Y, 

GRAHAM, and CANIPE all went to the front door of the 
store, where-thcry observed a bundle lying immediately in 
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front of the door. Mr. FINLEY obsorved at this time n 
whito male walking rapidly along tbo sidewalk in a 
southerly direction on South Main Street. Mr. FINIfbY 
then hoard the squeal of automobile tires and observed 
a whito Must a ok going north on Main Street. lio did not 
at first associate the man ho. had seen on foot with the 
man lie subsequently saw in the Mustang, but after 
considering what happened, ho decided thoy were probably 
the same person. He can testify that the bundle dropped 
in front of Canipc's store consisted of a rifle with a 
telescopic sight, a suitcase, and a cloth folded over 
both items. 



Memphis, Tennessee 


Mr. GRAHAM, together with a friend, Mr. I3ER11ELL 
FINLEY, arrived at Canipc Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tonnossco, at about G:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1DG8 . When he arrived at 424.South Main Street, 
GRAHAM observed that a white Mustang was parked at the 
curb just soutii of Canipo Amusement Company. While 
inside Canipo Amusement Company, GRAHAM heard no unusual 
noise except tho sound of a package being droppod on the 
sidewalk in front of Cnnipe's store. Prior to hearing 
this noise, ho observed a man running along the sidewalk 
going south on South Main Street, and he observed him 
drop this bund to in front of Cnnipe’s store. Ho subsequently 
heard tho squeal of automobile tiros and observed a white 
Mustang speeding north on South Main Street. GRAHAM can 
tostify that the bundle dropped in front of Canipc’s store 
consisted in part of a gun barrel in a large cardboard 
box which was Wrapped with a green cloth. 

1). Physical evidence found in front of 
424 South Main Street 

(The FEl Laboratory and the FIJI Identification 
Division, both at Washington, J). C., will provide export 
testimony regarding the examination of physical evidence 
as sot forth below and as set forth elsewhere in this 

report.) 
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1 # Inspector N. E, ZACJLARY 

Memphis Police Department 

Memphis, Tonneuflcc 

Inspector ZACHARY can testify that he took 
possession of the bundle found on the sidewalk in front 
of C'auipo Amusement Company and that the following items 
were among the items recovered: 

a. A Remington Game Master rifle, 

Model 760 f Serial No, 4G147G, on 
which wan mounted n Redfiold 
tolcricopic sight, Serial No, AX73C0; 

b. Dinocularn, manufactured by Dushno11, 
Serial No. DQ40C6G4; 

c. First section of the April 4, 19G8, 
issue of the "Commercial Appeal," a 
daily newspaper published at Memphis, 
Tennessee; 

d. Plastic bottle of Mcnncn Afta 
shaving lotion; 

e. An unopened can of Schlitr, beer; 

f. A six-transistor portable radio with 
the number 00416 scratched on the side 
of the radio; 

g. One pair of undershorts and one T-shirt; 

* 

h. A i;rcc« and brown bedspread. 

. The Latent Fingerprint Section of the FBI 
Identtl'icalion Division advised that one latent fingerprint 
on thin rifle, one latent fingerprint on tho tcloscopic 
sight, one latent fingerprint on tho binoculars, ono latent 
fingerprint'on tho newspaper, ono latent fingerprint on the 
plastic bottle of Aftn, and one Intent fingerprint on the 
Gohlitz boor can have been identified with the fingerprints 
of JAMES EARL HAY, FIJI No, 405042G. 
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3. Thu number 0CM1G scratched Into tho side of the 
portable radio is tho inmate number nt the Missouri State 
Penitentiary for JAMES KARL RAY. Manager, 

Inmate Canteen, Missouri Sjtato Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, can tcotify that when an Inmate at tlic 
Missouri State Penitentiary purchases a radio, his inmate 
number is etched into the radio and that tho prison 
treasurer is notified of tho inmate's purchase. 


4. Mr. M. J. STEWART, Treasurer, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, JofCbrson City, Missouri, can testify 
that JAMES EARL UAY's Missouri State Penitentiary Inmate 
Number wan 00410, and lie can produce a ledger reflectin'* 
that on April 21, 1907, JAMES EARL RAY purchased a radio 
for $9.75. 


5. The FIJI Laboratory examination revealod that 
the undorshorts and T-shirt each beam a laundry tap on 
which appears tiic printed characters "02D-0." Only a 
portion of tho first character is present on each tap. 

ve /?tOrfrj 

An.rr.iof. Californi 


Hi 

Los Anjjcles, 

Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning 


insial 

La, operated 


the Home 

Company, (3280 Hollywood 
Boulevard, Loo /uigclcs, California,'from about January 1G, 

19G8, to March 28, 19G0, and during this period he had a 
regular customer named KRXC GALT v/ho camo in each Sn rday 
afternoon with n bundle of laundry, which ^su|pJ^r^nf;iGtod ) 
of undershorts, T-shirts, and dross shirts. 

•shown tho T-shirt and undershorts found in front of 424 
South Main Street, Memphis, and. he identified tho laundry 
makings on them as being similar to the mart used nt his 
laundry. 
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Mr. LOUIS PUTb^tWPt/O 


I-or.; Angelos, California, Tinf; liTtus possession Homo Service 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning laundry lint number 3005 v/ith 

03B-G with the name TO. GALT. 


Thermo Goal sticker 


®« On rapier; of the Thermo Seal marking machine 
Lode I RII-oKl, Serial Number 31454, in possession of the 
Ilomo Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5380 
Hollywood Boulevard, Lon Angelos, California, usin" the 
numbers and letters 02D-6 on red colored tape v/cro 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory. The FBI Laboratory 
advised that the specimens from this machine are similar 
xn color » construction, and composition to the laundry 
tapes appearing on the T-shirt and undornliorts recovered 
at Memphis, The tapes submitted by Los Angeles are of 
varying lengths; however, no significant differences were 
noted between the T-shirt and undershorts laundry tapes 
when compared v/ith some of the specimens submiltod by 
Los Angeles, indicating that they may Jiavo originated from 
the same machine. 


9. Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER . 

Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at ^rkArms** 

, IG.l South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, can 
testify that at about 4:00 p.m. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1908,'ho sold a pair of Bushno11 binoculars 
to ah individual whom ho later idontified from photographs 
as being identical with JAMES EARL RAY. lie sold these 
binoculars for $39.05 and wrote on the side of the cardboard 
box in which the binoculars came the prico $39.95 and the 
amount of the tax, which was $1.00, and. added the two 
iigurcs for a total of $41,55. Flo stated the store does 
not record the serial number of those binoculars but that 
ho could identify the binoculars from his writing on the 
box. It is noted that found v/ith the binoculars was a 
cardboard box in which tho binoculars bad been originally 
shipped and on which appeared the figures as described by 
Mr, CARPENTER. Also found with the btnoci rr; were a 
soles slip and a paper bag, on tho side of which was 
printed York Arms Company, 
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E. Investigation clinclosod that one KR.TC S. GALT. 

2608 Highland Avenue, Dii-uingham, Alabama, registered at 

the Hebei Motoi’ Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, ou April 3, 19G0, 

and dopax’ted April 4, 1908, lie v;aa driving a Mustang bearing 

an Alabama License. Subsequent investigation to identify 

GALT disclosed that he had not resided at 2008 Highland Avenue, 

Birmingham, since October 1067, Witnesses at the Rebel Motor 

Hotel can testify as follows: • 

*1 

1, Mrs. HENRIETTA KAGEMASTER 
Desk Clerk, Rebel Motor Hotel 

84G0 Lamar Avenue, Me mphis, Tennessee 

Mrs. HAGKMASXER was on duty April 3, 19G3, from 
3:00 p.m. until 10;00 p.m. At 7;15 p.m, on April 3, 1908, 
she registered ERIC 5. GALT into Room 34, He indicated on 
his registration card that he was driving a Mustang automobile 
with Alabama License 1-38903. Mrs, IlAGEJ.lA8T.6U is unable to 
Identify photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical with 
ERIC GALT. 

2. Miss ANIIA CHRISTINE KELLY 
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel 

3 100 Lamar A venue , Memphis, Tennessee 

Miss KELLY advised that the records of that motel 
indicate ERIC S # GALT must have checked out of Room 31 sometime 
prior to 1;00 p.m., April 4 f 19G8 ? otherwise the rccord3 
would indicate he was charged with two days lodging instead 
of one day. Miss KELLY is unable to identify photographs 
of JAMES HAUL RAY as being identical with ERIC S, GALT. 

The ELI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
of ERIC 3, GALT appearing on the Rebel Motor Hotel registration 
card was prepared by the same individual who prepared other 
specimens submitted under the name ERIC S. GALT, The FBI 
Laboratory has also concluded that the handwriting specimens 
submitted under the name ERIC S, GAIT are identical with 
the handwriting and printed material known to be the 
handwriting of'.JAMBS EAI1L RAY, 
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F. In vest 3 cation determined that EllIC S, GALT resided 

at the Economy Rooming House, Birmingham, Alabama, flora 
August EG, 19(37, through October 7, 1907. 

1. PETER CHERPES, 

Owner, Economy Rooming House 
2G08 Highland Avenue, 

Birm3 ngham , Alabama __ 

Mr. CHERPES can testify to the fact that ERIC S. 
GALT resided at the Economy Rooming House from August 26, 
19(37, through approximately October 7, 19(37. CJ1ERPES can 
testify to the fact that the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
taken at the graduation of the bartenders school in 
Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1908, reflecting 
RAY’S eyes open was the best likeness of the man known 
to him as ERIC S. GALT. 


2. HERBERT KELLY 

2603 Highland Avenuo 
E irntingha in ,___A labama 


Mr. KELLY, who is employed as a ccok at the Economy 
Rooming House, can testify that an individual occupying 
Room 14 of the Economy Rooming House under the name of 
ERIC GALT resided at that rooming house from approximately 
the latter part of August 1967 to early October 1007. 

KELLY can testify that tlio photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
taken at the graduation of tlio bartenders school on 
March 2, 1963, in Los Angelos, California, showing the 
eves in an open position \vn3 definitely identical with 
the'individual known to him ns ERIC 5. GALT who resided 
at the Economy Rooming House in Birmingham in 1967. 


G. Purchase of 19GG Mustang by ERIC S. GALf at 
r> ir m 1 ngliam, A labana. 



Mr. PAISLEY can tcsti.fy to the fact that an 
individual known to him by the name of ERIC GALT answered 
FAlSLKY'o ad appearing in a local newspaper in LumIngham 
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regarding PAISLEY’S offer to cell a 1 DGG white Mustang. 

He can testify that on August 30, 1907, GALT met PAISLEY 
at the First National Dank building, Birmingham, whore 
GALT paid PAISLEY $1995 cash. PAISLEY prepared a bill of 
sale indicating that the car was sold to KJIIC GALT, 2G08 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Tills vehicle is described as a 19GG Mustang, 
Vehicle Identification Number GT07C190G47. PAISLEY advised 
that the photograph of ERIC STARVG GALT depicting liio eyes 
closed which was taken in the bartenders cchool graduation 
in Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, resembles the 
man known to him as EMC GALT; however, lie could not make 
a pool ...ve identification and added that the man in the 
photograph has a fatter face than the EMC GALT who bought 
the Mustang. 



PAISLEY JR. can testify to the fact that an 
individual by the name of EMC GALT purchased a 10G6 Mustang, 
Vehicle Identification Number GT07C190G4/, from VILLIAM D. 
PAISLEY SP., in the latter part of August 19G7, and paid 
the sum of $1995 in cash. PAISLEY, JR., advised that the 
photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT showing his eyes closed 
which was taken at the bartending school graduation in 
Lo3 Angeles, California, on March 2, 19G8, resembles the 
person known to him by the name of ERIC GALT who purchased 
the i960 white Mustang from PAISLEY s father in August 1J67. 
PAISLEY commented that it appeared GALT had put on some 
weight since PAISLEY had last seen him in August 1 *a> 7, a-. 
GALT’S face in the photograph appears fatter than what 
PAISLEY recalls. PAISLEY can testify to the fact that 
the more ho studied the photograph of GALT 
believed that the photograph was Identical with LKIC gali. 

An appropriate witness from tho Jefferson County 
Department of Revenue, Birmingham, Alabama, can testify to 
the fact that 1908 Alabama License 1-38993 was issued on 
October 2, 1207, to EMC S. GALT, 2G08 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, for a 19G0 Mustang two-door. Vehicle 
Identification Number GT07C190647. 
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An appropriate witness at the Drivers License 
Division, Department of Public Safety, State of Alabama, 
Montgomery, Alabama, can testify to the fact that Alabama 
Drivers License 20411047 was issued to ERIC STARVO GALT, 

2G03 Highland Avenue South, Birmingham, Alabama, on 
September G, 1907. 

The PDI Laboratory concluded that tho signature 
of ERIC STARVO CALT appearing on his application for 
Alabama Drivers License and the signature of ERIC S. GALT 
appearing on the application for the Alabama automobile 
license were prepared by the same individual who pi-opnrcd 
other items under the same name attributed to ERIC S. GALT. 

II. Investigation revealed that ElllC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland, Birmingham, Alabama, rented a safe deposit box, 
number 5517, at the Main office of Birmingham Trust 
National Bank, Birmingham, Alabama, on August 28, 19G7. 

GALT terminated use of this safe deposit box by an undated 
letter advising bank officials that he was moving to 
Louisiana and would have no further need for the box, 

Tho following described documents were forwarded 
to the FBI Laboratory: 

/ 

Record of access to safe deposit Box //5517 

for ERIC S. GALT; 

Contract for safe deposit box with ERIC S. GALT; 

Ledger card (rental record) for safe deposit 

box #5517 in name ERIC S. GALT; 

Undated letter from ERIC S. GALT to the Birmingham 

Trust National Bank, 

In tho event the above described documents are 
needed as evidence they may bo obtained by execution of 
a subpoena duces tecum to Mr. C. E, KIRKPATRICK, Vice 
President, Birmingham Trust National Bank. 



■f • • 


• CV*?. 


/ • 


ME A 4-1OE7 


The FBI laboratory concluded that the signatures 
of EUTC S, GALT appearing on the above described documents 
were prepared by the same individual who prepared the 
writing in the same nano appearing on other items attributed 
to I illIC S, GALT. 

I, Purchase o;C a Remington Model 700, caliber 30-00 
rifle and Ucdficld telescopic sight at Birmingham, Alabama, 

On March 29, 19G8, an individual who gave his name 
as HARVEY LOIVMEYER, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, 
Alabama, wont to Ll»e Acroranrine Supply Company, 0701 Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, where he purchased a Remington 
Model 709, caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X Redfield 
telescopic sight mounted thereon. He also bought a box 
of 20 rounds of ,213 Norma ammunition, lie left the store 
carrying this rifle in a cardboard box which had originally 
been a box for a rifle from the Browning Manufacturing 
Company, He was given the Browning box because the rifle 
with the mounted sight would not fit in the Remington box 
in which the rifle had originally been shipped, LOWMEYHR 
paid for this weapon in cash. 

On March 30, 19GB, the individual calling himself 
LOYMKYER telephoned first and then later that day returned 
with the newly purchased .243 rifle to Acromarine Supply 
Company and explained that following a conversation with 
his brother he decided to exchange this rifle for a 
Remington Model 7G0, 30-06 caliber. This exchange was 
accomplished on the afternoon of March 30, 19G8, with 
LOY,MEYER leaving the store with a Remington Game Master 
rifle, Model 700, Serial Number 46147G, on which was mounted 
the RedfieId telescopic siglt , Serial Humber A17350. 



Y/COD can testify to the fact that on March 30, 
1008, HARVEY JiOYFMHYER, furnishing an address of 1907 
South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama, purchased a 
Remington Model 700, caliber 30-00 ri£l«? f Serial Number 
401170, with a 2X - 7X Uedfiold telescopic sight, Serial 
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Humber A17300 mounted thereon and a box of 20 rounds of 
30-06 ammunition from the Aoromnrinc Supply Company, 0701 
Airport Highway, Birmingham, Alabama. 

WOOD can also testify to the fact that the indivi¬ 
dual known by the name of HARVEY LOWMEYER was at the Aeromarinc 
Supply Company, 0701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, on March 
20, 1968, at which time lie purchased r. Remington Model 700, 
caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X Redi’ield telescopic sight 
mounted thereon. 

WOOD can testify to the fact that the photograph 
of ERIC STARV'D GALT taken at the bartenders school graduation 
in Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, which shows 
the eyes of GALT closed is a photograph of the man to whom 
he Gold the Remington Model 700, caliber 30-00, rifle, 

Serial Number 401476,. on March 30, I960, and i« identical 
to the man that lie observed at the Aeromarine supply 
Company on March 29, 1903, at which time he purchased a 
Remington Model 700, caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X 
Rcdfield telescopic sight mounted thereon. WOOD stated 
•'I can't say exactly at this time, but X think that this is 
the man. To the best of my memory I believe that this is the 
man that bought the gun.” 



I'jjR UEGHAZ0 


iSi 


Mountain Brook, Alabama 


DEoIIAZO can testify tliat he is a regular and 
frequent customer at Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, and was in the Supply Company 
approximately 3:00 p.m ., March 29, 1903, at which time he 
observed an individual purchasing a Remington Model 700, 

.243 rifle from a salesman known to DKGHAZO by the last 
name of BAKER. DESHAZO can testify that lie had conversation 
with this individual, DEC RAZO can testify to the fact tint 
he believes that the photograph of ERIC GTARVO GALT with his 
eyes closed taken at the ba„tenders school graduation on 
March 2, 1903, is a photograph of the man that ho observed 
on March 29, I960, purchasing a Remington Model 700, 

.243 rifle from the Aeromarine Gupply Company, Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, 
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The bullet removed from the body of Dr. MARTIN 
I..UTIIER KING was examined by the FBI Laboratory. It was 
determined that the bullet is a ,30 caliber metal jaclcetod 
"soft point" sporting type bullet of Remington-Potcro 
manufacture which could have been fired from the recovered 
Remington 30-0G rifle. The bullet was distorted due to 
mutilation and insufficient marks of value for identification 
remain on this bullet. Therefore, it was not possible to 
determine whether or not the bullet removed from the body 
of KING had been fired from tlio recovered Remington rifle 
bearing the fingerprint of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI Number 
405 942 G. 
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J # Recovery of 19GO white Mustang in Atlanta, Georgia, 
registered to ERIC STAR VO GALT, Birmingham, 

Alabama . 

On A pi’ll 11, 1068, the Atlanta, Georgia, Police 
Department rocoived a complaint that a white Muratang 
automobile, bearing an Alabama license, was parked 
in a parking area of Capitol Homos, and in view of 
the publicity concerning the killing of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., the complainant wanted this vehicle 
Investigated. 

r Ihe following individuals can provide the indicated 
testimony: 

1. Detective R. L. DAVIS 
Auto Theft Squad 

Atlanta, Geoi'gla, Police Department 


Detective DAVIS can testify that he and Detective 
P, S. MC CRAVY proceeded to the parking area 
of the Capitol Homes where they located a 1906 
Ford Mustang. The car wan n two-door model, 
white in color, bearing 19C8 Alabama license 
1-38993. The vehicle was locked, and in order 
to further determine ownership they unlocked 
the left front door and from the serial plate 
■determined it bore VIN GT07C190647. By sending 
the information concerning the lieenso plate 
and the vehicle identification number to the 
National Crime Information Center through the 
Alabama State Police he determined that this 
vehicle war, registered to one ERIC STARVO GALT, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 



Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. BRIDGES can testify that at about 0:30 
A.M. on Friday, April 5, 1903, she had just 
gotten her children off to school and observed 
through the window a white automobile pulling 
up in .the parking lot directly across from 
the door to her apartment. She recalled the 
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car bad an Alabama license plate. The lono 
male occupant (jot out of the vehicle and 
began to walk across tho parking lot away from 
tier apartment and toward Memorial Drive. ,‘iho 
never saw this individual’s face but could 
describe him as a white male, 5'10" to G' tall, 
1G5 pounds, medium build, wearing a navy blue 
suit and a white shirt. Ho had dark hair, and 
she estimated him .to be about 30 to 35 years 
of ago. 

Sho is unnblo to identify him but is able to 
affix the time of arrival of the vehicle at 
the Capitol Homes parking area. 



Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. CAYTOH can testify that on April 5, 10(38, 
sometime after : 15 A.M. when her children had 
left for school and while she was sweeping her 
front stoop, she noticed a white male approaching 
her apartment from the parking lot to the left 
of her front door. He came to the back yard 
area of the apartment buildings to her left and 
after stopping at the beginning of the lane 
as if to gain his bearings, he proceeded townrd 
Memorial Drive through tho back yard area after 
which time she lost sight of him. This would 
have occurred prior to 0:30 A.M. 

She viewed 7 photographs including 2 of JAMES 
HAUL HAY and selected n photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY as appearing identical to the in¬ 
dividual whom she had observed. 



Atlanta Division 

On April 11, 19G8, the above Agents examined 
tho 10GG Ford Mustang at the FBI Garage, 
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Atlanta, Georgia. This vehicle i 3 a two- . 
door 289, 8 cylinder, 2 barrel carburetor, 
white hardtop, bearing 1968 Alabama license 
1-38993, Tlio mileage was noted to be 39,100,0 
and the ON GT07C190G47. The right rear window 
bore a sticker "Direccion General do ltegistro 
Federal do Automoviles, 1967 Octbro Turista, 
Aduana do Nuevo, Laredo, Tamps." 

K. FIJI Lnboratox-y examination of items removed 
from the 1966 Mustang, 

liU Laboratory examination of items removed from 
the 1966 Mustang which were submitted by the 
Atlanta Office determined that brown cotton fibers, 
green cotton fibors, and groan rayon fibers which ' 
could have como from the bedspread recovered near 
the scene of the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., were found on a dark blue, short sleove 
sweat shirt, a white fitted sheet, a black and white 
shirt jacket, a pillow cane, a‘. fitted shoot with 
yellow thread, a block sports shirt, a pair of 
size 34 walking shorts, a rug, and a pillow as well 
as -a pair of men’s brown socles and were also con¬ 
tained in the vacuum sweepings from the trunk of 
the vehicle. 

The Laboratory also determined through examination 
that Caucasian head hairs like the hairs previously 
found on tlio bedspread described above, in the 
zipper bag, on the yellow and white towel, on the 
pair of black nocks, and the hair brush recovered 
in the vicinity of the scene of the assassination 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., were found on the 
dark blue, short sleeve sweat shirt, n white fitted 
sheet, n pillow case, a fitted shoot with yellow 
thread, and a rug all recovered from the Mustang. 
These hairs could have come from the same person 
and the Laboratory points out that hnirs do not 
possess enough individual microscopic characteristics 
to bo positively identified as originating from n 
particular per so n. 

Some Caucasian head hairs found in the vacuum 
sweepings .from the Mustang were like the hairs found 
on the bedspread, in the zipper bag, on the yellow 
and white towel, on tno pair of black socks, and 
on the hair brush. 


* . / 
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L. ERIC fi, GALT'e residence at Atlanta, Georgia 

The operator of the residence located at 107 141;h 
Street, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, also operates the 
rooming house at 113 14th Street, N/ E., Atlanta, 
and Is Identified as JAMES D. GARNER. 

1. JAMES D. GARNER 

107 14th Street, N. E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

GARNER can testify that on March 24, 12G8, an 
individual identifying himself as ERIC GALT 
introduced himself to GARNER at his rooming 
house, 107 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
requested a single room. lie v/as placed in 
room it 2, 113 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
v/as offered an adjoining storage room in which 
to place Ills surplus belongings in view of the 
small siao of the room. On March 31, I960, 

ERIC GALT paid him another week's rent, and 
on April 5, 1908, when GARNER entered room *2 
to change the linens found n note on the bed 
stating in effect, "I've had to go to Birmingham. 
I've left my TV set here and will try to return 
for it in about a week," 

GARNER selected from a group of 9 photographs 
displayed, the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as 
being identical to the individual whom he 
knew as the resident of room {• 2 under the 
name of ERIC GALT. 

• Examination of items recovered from t.ho rooming 
house located at 113 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

Among items located in the rooms utilized by ERIC 
GALT at .113 14th Street, N.E., was a map of Mexico. 

Of the 0 latent fingerprints and one latent impression, 
which may bo a fingerprint, impression of lower 
joint of a finger, or n partial palm print developed 
on the map of Mexico, one of the latont fingerprints 
is identical with the latent fingerprint previously 
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located on tho Remington .30-06 "Game Mantel'," 
slide action, rifle, Model 760, SN 461476. 



Identification of JAMKS KARL RAY nt Piedmont Laundry,' 
Atlanta, Georgia 

1. Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS 
Ma nager 

Pied mo at Laundry 
11G8 Peachtree, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 


•’KTPnG, homo address 

___llllf, ClarkBton, Georgia, can testily 

tliaTT*a white male came into tho laundry on 

April 1, 19G8, and placed laundry a.s well as 

dry cleaning for treatment using the name 

ERIC GALT. The dry cleaning consisted of a 

black checked coat with small chock marks and 

gray trousers. Tho laundry and dry cleaning 

were subsequently picked up between 9:00 and 

10:00 A.M. on April f>, I960, by the same individual. 


Ghc identified the customer as being JAMES EARL 
RAY through a review of photographs. 
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O ft about C:15 p.m. on April 4, 19G3, the wounded 
Dr. MARTIN bUTUNlt KING, JR., war, takon to St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, vl.oro he was pronounced 
,.*-d at 7:05 p.m. Records concerning the emergency room 
treatment of the victim will bo made available only upon 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to 
Mr. J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Dr. J. T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical 
Examiner. 898 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, can 
testify to the findings contained in his autopsy report 
d-tod April 11, J.9G8, which reports the cause of c.nth 

sri gunshot wound to spinal column, lower corvxcal, upper 
thoracic. 
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G/10/38 

In v*rol bjul i v<* I'orl jd 
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Title of Cote 

CIIMGED 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 

Paul Bridgman, 

Eric Starvo Galt, 

W. C. Ilcrron, 

Ilarvoy Lov/mycr, 

Jamos McBride, 

liepor! rna-Je by 

SA JOE C. HESTER 

Typ'd oy: 

v/p 

Character of Cato 

CR - CONSPIRACY; 

UFAC - ROBBERY 


James O’Connor, xouuakx 

Ramon George Sneyd, PROSKCTtmVE SUMMARY 

Jn.non V/nlton, 

Janie .a Wr.’./on, 

John X1 Hard, 

Jim - FUGITIVE 

10 it < 1182 , 

V/E // 442-A; 

DR. MART IH LUTHER K IHO, JR. - VICT IM 


Titlo is marked changed to reflect additional aliases 
PAUL BRIDGMAN and RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. 
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No dissemination is being made to any U. S. Attorney until 
such time ns the Bureau directs. 
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